Friends of Tafo: 1st Anniversary Newsletter
!




January 2003 

[image: image1.jpg]


    Building the Library, Easter 2002 
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    First day in the Library
It is now a year since Friends of Tafo was set up.  We want to tell you all about the amazing things that have been achieved with your very generous support.  

To recap, Friends of Tafo is a small charity whose mission is to aid, inspire and facilitate projects in education, health, employment, infrastructure and sustainable development based in the impoverished town of Kwahu-Tafo (or Tafo for short) in the Kwahu region of Ghana. The  charity was set up as result of Humphrey Barclay being made Nkosuohene or Development Chief of Tafo in September 2001 in tribute to his long friendship with the late actor Gyearbuor Asante (the eternal student Matthew in the comedy Desmonds).  

We are able to manage the delivery of our projects on the ground efficiently and effectively through a very close relationship with the Kwahu-Tafo Development Committee (KTDC) which is in Tafo responsible for the development of the town and which Humphrey also chairs.   

Friends of Tafo is operated on a purely voluntary basis, with no administrative costs.  Therefore, 100% of the funds raised go directly into the projects.  

In our first year of operation we are proud to have raised, by the amazing generosity of you, are friends and supporters, more than £4,000. With it we have concentrated on funding and delivering two activities:

The Kwahu-Tafo Education Fund to assist needy pupils.  We estimate that there are 450 children in Tafo who cannot afford the £10 required to pay for schools fees, uniform and books and who therefore  cannot attend school.  Through individual donations and through fundraising activities like the ‘Pizza Express’ party we have managed to donate £2000 to the Education Fund which will send an incredible 200 needy pupils to school for the current school year.   Under the Education Fund a bursary programme has been set up where applications are being submitted now by needy pupils under the scrutiny of their Head Teachers and following approval of their application the required items are bought, and the fees released to the school.  Through your generosity you have given a very important start in life to 200 needy children, which we hope will transform the rest of their lives.

A Librarian and an Assistant have been engaged for the new library as a result of Friends of Tafo.  The new library was built in 2002 with donations from the The Gyearbuor Asante Memorial Appeal, which Humphrey also manages.  In addition Barclays Bank of Ghana has provided £3000 for books for the Library.  The Chief and Elders and people of Tafo are overwhelmed by what has been achieved. It is not only the wonder in the eyes of the first children into the Library that reveals the true impact of your generosity. 

We have also contributed in many other ways which have not required funding.  These include organising and planning for Raleigh International to come to Tafo and build a latrine for a school. We have also interested the Ministry of Tourism in developing the cultural potential of the area:, in particular ‘Bruku’, a natural landscape feature which is of huge cultural significance. Germaul Barnes, an American dancer from New York, provided dance entertainment and education for the young.  We arranged Technoserve and District Assembly assistance to support a project to manufacture cooking oil from almonds and Introduced a craft-training NGO to the town.  We also initiated an Annual Grand Choral Contest, a Christmas Card competition for Primary Schools, conceived a rap competition for Easter 2003, set up carving initiatives and planned a crafts day.  Phew!

Seriously, we have only just begun, and can use every penny that we raise well – and absolutely directly. One of our key areas of focus for 2003 is children and the youth of Tafo.  We want to further improve education for children through funding the remaining 250 needy pupils through the Education Fund.  We also hope to start dealing with the long lists of needs, small and large, that the Head Teachers of the 13 schools in Tafo have given us.  We hope to start refurnishing some of the classrooms, something we take very much for granted but which is currently a great barrier to the schools being able to give a good education (“What does your school need, Kwame?” Humphrey asked one ten year old. “Doors” he said).  We also hope, through working in partnership with the charity Techknowledgy, to set up the first computer classroom in Tafo – Techknowledgy has already committed to providing reconditioned pc’s for providing reconditioned pcs for an entire class (up to 40) in each of the identified schools in Tafo as well as providing all the maintenance and training that is required.
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   The Methodist Kindergarten
We also have plans to build and run a Youth Counselling and Education Centre in the town.  ‘The Miracle Rock Centre will train the predominantly unemployed youth of Kwahu-Tafo to become responsible citizens, and to educate the town in HIV/AIDS awareness and prevention programmes – a blood-donating sample two years ago suggested a horrifying 50% infection, but this hasn’t sunk in, and the disease is either disbelieved or attributed to malicious spells.  and by technical, craft and general training to reduce the widespread poverty in the community.  It will also offer counselling in child care and parenting skills (for the town’s large share of teenage mothers), and plans a Clothing Parlour and other forms of humanitarian assistance.

We have already been fortunate enough to receive generous funding to help us with some of our plans – the British and Foreign School Society has given £6000 out of the total £12,000 budget required for school text-books.  However we need much more if we are to deliver real change.  If you would like to continue to support Friends of Tafo, we would be incredibly grateful: if so please contact Jules and Crispin Leyser, Benji Ntim, Robert Taylor, Georgina Owen, Daisy Pomeroy, Lizzie Pomeroy at their home addresses, or c/o Humphrey Barclay at 9 Salmon Mews, West Cottages, London NW6 1RH.  
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                      Nana Tafohene (the Chief of Kwahu-Tafo) and the future









